
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is Black History Month 
The Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Council shares examples of people in the Black community who have made a major impact or are 

continuing to impact our lives in ways you may or may not know.  

Black History Month began in 1915, half a century after the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in the United States. That 

September, historian Carter G. Woodson and Minister Jesse E. Moorland founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and 

History (ASNLH), an organization dedicated to researching and promoting achievements by Black Americans. Known today as the 

Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH), the group sponsored a national Negro History week in 1926. 

President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Month in 1976, calling upon the public to “seize the opportunity to honor the 

too-often neglected accomplishments of black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.” 

 

 

Click the links below to learn more 

Robert Sengstacke Abbott (1870 - 1940)   Without Abbott's creative vision, many of the Black publications of today - such as Ebony, 

Essence, Black Enterprise, and Upscale wouldn't exist. 

Benjamin O. Davis Sr. (1880-1970)   Benjamin O. Davis Sr. was the first Black general in the American military in 1940.  

Bayard Rustin (1912 - 1987)  Dr. King is usually credited for the March on Washington in August 1963. But it was Rustin who 

organized and strategized in the shadows.  As a gay man who had controversial ties to communism, he was considered too much of a 

liability to be on the front lines of the movement. Nonetheless, he was considered to be one of the most brilliant minds, and served his 

community tirelessly while pushing for more jobs and better wages. 

Shirley Chisholm, (1924 - 2005)  She was an educator and trailblazing politician working to end gender and racial inequality.   

Rosa Parks - (1913 - 2005)  From an early age, Rosa Parks faced injustice wherever she went and decided that by taking action she 

could change the world around her. Often called "The Mother of the Civil Rights Movement. 

Ruby Bridges (1954 - Present)  She was just six years old when she became the first African American student to attend William 

Frantz Elementary in Louisiana at the height of desegregation.  

Martin Luther King Jr (1929-1698)  Powered by faith, inspired by Gandhi and motivated by hope for equal treatment for all, Martin 

Luther King Jr. delivered words to a generation (such as his I Have a Dream speech) that moved them to change the way they thought, 

which ultimately shifted the world. 

Afeni Shakur (1947-2016)  The mother of late rapper Tupac Shakur is known from his affectionate song, Dear Mama, but Afeni 

Shakur was also remembered as a black leader in her own right.  

Barack Obama (1961-Present)  One of the most recent and significant black leaders of our time is none other than the 44th US 

president, Barack Obama. He was only the fifth African American to ever be elected to the US Senate and the first black person ever 

elected as commander-in-chief.  

Thank you to Melissa DeGeorge (OV) and Jonathan Wester (OPS) from our DE&I Council for their contribution.   

 

LEARN & WIN! Take a moment to read about these influencers.  

At the end of the month a ‘Match Game’ quiz will be sent for the chance to win $25 gift cards! 

This week we’re showcasing CIVIC INFLUENCERS 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQBk4c8Ecco
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2006391/academy-names-airfield-in-honor-of-first-black-air-force-general/
https://aflcio.org/about/history/labor-history-people/bayard-rustin
https://www.pbs.org/video/she-inspires-shirley-chisholm-w2cfc2/
https://www.biography.com/video/rosa-parks-civil-rights-pioneer-17181763791
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/ruby-bridges
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Martin-Luther-King-Jr
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/afeni-shakur-davis-activist-organizer-leader-remembered-n567296
https://www.biography.com/us-president/barack-obama

