
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is Black History Month 
This week we’re showcasing CIVIC INFLUENCERS 

 

 
We can’t celebrate Black History month without sharing some of the famous (and not so famous) black inventors and their ground -
breaking inventions. Today we highlight four inventors, past and present, whose inventions have made a difference in tour lives.  
 

1. Do you have a RING doorbell security system? Marie Van Brittan Brown was the mastermind of the closed-circuit 

security system! As a nurse living in Jamaica, Queens, Brown’s schedule often left her home alone at odd hours, at a time 

when the crime rate in her neighborhood was steadily increasing. Frustrated by slow police response times, in 1966 Brown 

invented a sophisticated video and audio security system with help from her electrician husband.   

2. Pure Clean. Pure Shine. Loving your spotless clean dishes from your dishwasher? The chemist behind Cascade, 

Dennis Weatherby, developed the patent for the automatic dishwasher detergent while employed by Procter & Gamble. 

He received his master’s degree in chemical engineering from the University of Dayton in 1984. 

3. Did you think Elon Musk was the only one behind the design of your Tesla Model S? Think again, it was Richard 

Patterson. He is now the CEO and Founder of Trion Supercars and is the 1st African American manufacturer and designer of 

a supercar. Patterson also designed the landing gear for the Boeing 777 and the folding seat system in the Dodge Minivan. 

4. What would you do without peanut butter in your jelly sandwich? George Washington Carver's inventions are so 

familiar to us today that we take them for granted, yet we would be at a great loss without them. Ink, soap, cosmetics, flour, 

vinegar, and synthetic rubber, lotions and soap. 

Thank you to Claudia Mino, Justin McDuff, Derek Massey and Diana Lozoya from our DE&I Council for their contribution.   

 

 

LEARN & WIN! Take a moment to read about these inventors  

At the end of the month a ‘Match Game’ quiz will be sent for the chance to win $25 gift cards! 

This week we’re showcasing INVENTORS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February is Black History Month 
This week we’re showcasing CIVIC INFLUENCERS 

 

 
On Tuesday we looked at three black inventors that made our lives easier. As we move closer to the weekend, let’s celebrate these 
four innovations of black inventors that make our lives more fun!  
 

1. Oldie, but goodie! Do you remember the View-Master? Charles "Chuck" Harrison led the team that updated the View-

Master in 1958, designing the classic Model F View-Master. He was involved in the design of over 750 consumer products, 

including the portable hair dryer, toasters, stereos, lawn mowers, sewing machines, Craftsman power tools, the see-

through measuring cup, fondue pots, stoves, and the first plastic trash can. 

2. Ever found yourself all soaked…from a water gun? You owe that to Lonnie Johnson the creator of the Super Soaker. 

Johnson spent 12 years as an aerospace engineer for NASA. In 1991, two years after its inception, the Super Soaker 

amassed over $200 million in retail sales and was the number one selling toy in America. 

3. Have you ever laughed or expressed a thought sending a GIF though text or email?  Lisa Gelobter contributed to 
developing animated Gif’s and Shockwave technology paving the way for internet animation. She helped pave the way for 
online video and served as Chief Digital Service Officer for the US Dept. of Education during the Obama Administration and 
was a member of the senior management team for the launch of Hulu.  

4. Have you ever enjoyed a Jack and Coke? You might be familiar with Jack Daniel's Whiskey brand but it was a black man 

named Nathan “Nearest” Green who taught Jack Daniel an ancient African technique that filtered liquor through a charcoal 

mellowing system. This technique is what gives Jack Daniel's Whiskey its rich flavor and taste. Uncle Nearest Whiskey is 

named after the formerly enslaved man, Nathaniel "Nearest" Green, who taught a young Jack Daniel the craft of distilling.  

Thank you to Claudia Mino, Justin McDuff, Derek Massey and Diana Lozoya from our DE&I Council for their contribution.   
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